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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 130 


[Abstract:] Prefers our 9/10 decimal system of fineness for coins, to 925 fine. 1167 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

December 1, 1883 


Sir, 


In accordance with your request I offer a few cursory remarks on the subjects of the 
papers submitted to me and numbered 1, 2,3, 4,5, 8, 10. 


No. 1. My impression is that the coinage of the one Dollar, and three dollar Gold coin, 
and the two cent (copper alloy) coin, have long since ceased. 


No. 2. It is very doubtful whether it is advisable to abandon our decimal alloyage of 
silver, and adopt the British standard of 925m, because the 900m, wears better than the 925, by 
its increased hardness, and yet is not more subject to tarnish, but rather less: -2.- Because the 
decimal system of 9/10 pure silver in our coin makes it easier to calculate the quantity of silver 
(pure) in any given mass: -3. Because experience is leading continental nations to adopt the 9/10 
standard of fineness generally, as superior to any other for coinage. 


No. 3. I have no remarks to make, as it partly politico-economical, whether fractions of 
the dollar shall be of less weight than their nominal amount should be, in order to keep change in 
the country. 


No. 4. I have remarks to make, as it is also a politico-economic question. 

No. 5. I have made alloys of nickel and copper up to 80 pr. ct. nickel, but found that those 
of 50 pr. ct. would work with difficulty in rolling &c. and those of 80 pr. ct. not at all well. Those 
of from 30 @ 40% nickel worked well enough, and the alloy of 33 1/3% (1/3 nickel), worked as 


well as our 25% (5 ct. metal), and kept its steel silver much better in use. 


No. 8. I cannot give an opinion on this point, as it has nothing to do with my specialty, 
the preparation of coins. 


No. 10. This is also outside of my special province. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. C. Booth 


